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Tampa Bay Tech grad ties skateboarding
to education

Tampa, Florida - Every high school
likes to brag about a success story, a
graduate who makes it big. Tampa
Bay Tech has such an alum. He is
reportedly the largest skateboarding
manufacturer in the country.

By:
Isabel Mascarefas 43-year-old Paul Schmitt returned to

Tampa Bay Tech nearly 25 years after graduating from
the school. Some call him Professor Schmitt for his
expertise.

Paul Schmitt, PS Stix, Inc:
"I made some of my first skateboard products here at
school... launched my first company at 14."

Ten million skateboards later, Schmitt is a successful
California businessman who's found a way to give back to
young people: he's launching a new school program called
"Create A Skate."

Schmitt:

"The whole curriculum focuses on math, science and
engineering and artistry of making a skateboard."

Compare that to Cable.
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Schmitt is donating the materials to build 100 skateboards. Woodshop students will make their own skateboards, and art students will create their own artwork.

His goal is to reach 5 million kids in 5 years. The class costs $15 per student, and that includes the skateboard they keep.

Anyone interested in more information on the program go to http://www.createaskate.org/.

Isabel Mascarefias, Tampa Bay's 10 News
More Local & State News

3 Insurance protest in Tallahassee today

Funeral today for Sergeant Nicholas Sottile
Wildlife caller searches for manatee

Mom encourages daughter after tragedy

Go on a S.E.A adventure!

Environmental groups push energy bill in Florida
Seffner woman receives top 'big top' award

Castro in "grave condition"

Maternity store settles pregnancy lawsuit

Yevevwewewwviyy

Lower rates could mean higher risk

Most Popular

e Castro in "grave condition”
EE Maternity store settles pregnancy lawsuit

Another beauty queen gives up her title

Mom encourages daughter after tragedy

n Seffner woman receives top 'big top' award

AP wWODN -

HUMANA.

Y . .
(luu{ance when you need it most

© Copyright 2005-2006 WTSP-TV. Terms of Service | Contact Us

http://www.tampabays10.com/news/local/article.aspx ?s=search&stor...

1/16/07 6:48 AM



